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【到達目標】 

① Grasping the flow of Japanese history through the basic knowledge of the main historical facts. 

② Grasping the flow of Japanese history through the basic knowledge of the main historical facts. 

③ Being able to understand the influence of the past on today's Japanese society. 

 

【授業の概要】 

The broad topic of this class will be “History of Japan: Japan and the World”. During this semester, we will talk about the history of 

Japan from Antiquity till 1905. This class will be intended for students who have no prior knowledge of Japanese history. We will try to 

help the foreign students to understand the historical background of today's Japanese society. Every week, after having read together a 

passage of a book, we will talk about the main historical facts of the weekly topic. A presentation about one of the topics addressed in 

class will be asked to the students. The students will be advised to follow this class during the second semester as well. The second 

semester's class will be about the history of Japan during the twentieth century. 

 

【授業内容】 

1. “Introduction to the class” Why Japanese history? 

2. “About civilization and history” We will discuss the relation between the concept of civilization and history. 

3. “The question of the origins” Is the concept of origin effective in history? Why is it so important in most of human societies? We will try to answer this questions. 

4. “The birth of Yamato”. We will study the history of Japan’s from Jomon period until the birth of Yamato. 

5. “The organization of a unified state” We will study the birth of Japan as a State and its unification until the beginning of Heian period. 

6. “The civilization of Heian” We will study the main characteristics of the Japanese civilization during Heian period. 

7. “The dawn of the warriors” The topic of the class will be the birth and the rise of the warriors in Japan. 

8. “Civil war and cultural dynamism in medieval Japan” We will speak about the development of the Japanese culture during the Middle Ages in Japan and its relation with civil war.  

9. “The long road to the unification” We will study the process that led to the unification of Japan under the Tokugawa shogunate. 

10. “The civilization of Osaka and Edo” We will study the main characteristics of the Japanese civilization during Edo period. 

11. “The crisis of the Tokugawa regime and the black ships” We will study the crisis fo the end of Edo period and the changes brought by the opening of Japan.  

12. “The Meiji regime” We will speak about the building of a new Japan at the start of Meiji era. 

13. “Modernization and westernization” We will discuss about the relation between modernization and westernization during Meiji period. 

14. “Liberalism or authoritarianism?” We will study how Japan chose her own path to modernity. 

15. “The birth of regional power” We will study the building of military and diplomatic power in Japan and the first conflicts abroad. 

 

【成績評価方法】 

試験／Exam(s) 40％ 

プレゼンテーション／Presentation 40％ 

発言、応答／Class Participation 20％ 

 

【教科書】 

Brett L. Walker, A Concise History of Japan, 2015 Cambridge University Press 

Jared M. Diamond, Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies, 1999. W. W. Norton Company R. H. P. Mason, J. G. Caiger, A History 

of Japan, 1997, Tuttle Publishing 

Marius B. Jansen The Making of Modern Japan, 2002, Belknap Press 

 

【参考書、教材等】 

参考文献等は適宜紹介する。 

 

※ この授業は、4／6（木）が初回です。 


