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Students can expect to come out of this lecture with a better understanding of the urban cultural history of Japan. The course participants will be better equipped
for engaging in an informed discussion about the intellectual history and urban culture of premodern Japan.
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In this lecture we will focus on the urban cultural history of Japan. We will examine various topics regarding the urban culture and society of the early modern city
by reading a contemporary source describing Edo and its urban society.
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1. Introduction (course object, methodology, sources) Course work: Student Presentation (6), Group Discussion
2. Special lecture: Historical and Intellectual Context of Urban Culture in 10. Special lecture: Historical and Intellectual Context of Urban Culture in
Early Modern Japan (1) Early Modern Japan (3)
3. Reading: “Townspeople” (Part I) 11. Reading: “Pariahs and Outcasts” (Part I).
Course work: Student Presentation (1), Group Discussion Presentation of topics for paper assignment (all course participants)
4. Reading: “Townspeople” (Part II) 12. Reading: ”“Pariahs and Outcasts” (Part 1I)
Course work: Student Presentation (2), Group Discussion Presentation of Paper Outlines (1)
5. Reading: “Lower Townspeople” Evaluation (Peer Review)
Course work: Student Presentation (3), Group Discussion 13. Reading: ”“On Japan Being Called a Divine Land”
6. Special lecture: Historical and Intellectual Context of Urban Culture in Presentation of Paper Outlines (2)
Early Modern Japan (2) Evaluation (Peer Review)
7. Reading: ”Pleasure Districts and Prostitutes” (Part 1) 14. Reading: “The Land, People, and Ruler”
Course work: Student Presentation (4), Group Discussion Presentation of Paper Outlines (3)
8. Reading: “Pleasure Districts and Prostitutes” (Part 1I) Evaluation (Peer Review)
Course work: Student Presentation (5), Group Discussion 15. Course Summary
9. Reading: “Kabuki” Submission of term papers
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+Class/Precept Participation (30%)
+Oral Presentation (30%)
*Term Paper (40%)
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Lust, Commerce, and Corruption. An Account of What [ Have Seen and Heard by an Edo Samurai (Abridged Edition), Teeuwen, M.; Nakai-Wildman, Kate (ed.), New
York: Columbia University Press 2017 (Abridged Edition)
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Sources of Japanese Tradition, Part 1: 1600 to 1868 (Abridged Edition), WM. Theodore De Bary; Carol Gluck (ed.), 2nd ed., Columbia University Press 2006
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